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Only those who fought in Bombay know what good they
achieved by fighting. I am ignorant of who fought and what the
fight was about and what were the gains if any. '

New Delhi,, 22-4-'48                           (From Harijanbandhu)

Harijan, 28-4-1946
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MERCY v. RUTHLESSNESS1
The virtues of mercy, non-violence, love and truth in any
man can be truly tested only when they are pitted against ruth-
lessness, violence, hat& and untruth.
If this is true, then it is incorrect to say that ahimsa is of no
avail before a murderer. It can certainly be said that to experi-
ment with ahimsa in face of a murderer is to seek self-destruc-
tion. But this is the real test of ahimsa. He who gets himself
killed out of sheer helplessness, however, can in nowise be said
to'hav.g passed the test. He who when being killed bears no
anger against his murderer and even asks God to forgive him is
truly non-violent. History relates this of Jesus Christ. With
Ms dying breath on the cross, he is reported to have said:
4i Father, forgive them for they know not what they do." We
can get similar instances from other religions but the quotation
is given because it is world famous.
It is another matter that our non-violence has not reached
such heights. It would be wholly wrong for us to lower the
standard of ahimsa by reason of our own frailty or lack pf ex-
perience. Without true understanding of the ideal, we can
never hope to reach it. It is necessary for us, therefore, to apply
our reason to understand the power of non-violence.
New Delhi, 21-4-946                         (From Harijanbandhu)
Harijan, 28-4-1946